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68,5 MILLION 
persons were forcefully displaced as a 
consequence of conflicts, violence and 
persecution at the end of 2017, 
according to UNHCR data

In 2018 Cameroon 
and the Western Sahel 
Region were analysed 
as armed conflicts, 

whereas Daguestan was 
no longer considered 

an armed conflict

13 of the 34 
armed conflicts in 
2018 occurred in 
countries where 

there were serious 
gender inequalities

This is a change 
compared to 2017, 

when violence 
escalated in 

39% of the conflicts
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83 Socio-political crises 
around the world in 2018

49 formal or exploratory negotiations 
analyzed in 2018 

13
of the 34 armed con�icts for which 
there was data occurred in countries 
where there were serious 
gender inequalities
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high levels of gender discrimination

Countries in armed conflict where death penalty for LGTBI population is codified

Alert 2019! Report on con�icts, human rights and peace-
building is a yearbook providing an analysis of the state of 
the world in terms of conflict and peacebuilding from 
three perspectives: armed conflicts, socio-political crises 
and gender, peace and security. The analysis of the most 
important events in 2017 and of the nature, causes, 
dynamics, actors and consequences of the main armed 
conflicts and socio-political crises that currently exist in 
the world makes it possible to provide a comparative 
regional overview and to identify global trends, as well as 
risk and early warning elements for the future. Similarly, 
the report also identifies opportunities for peacebuilding 
and for reducing, preventing and resolving conflicts. In 
both cases, one of the main aims of this report is to place 
data, analyses and the identified warning signs and 
opportunities for peace in the hands of those actors 
responsible for making policy decisions or those who 
participate in peacefully resolving conflicts or in raising 
political, media and academic awareness of the many 
situations of political and social violence taking place 
around the world. 

The Alert! report has a strong reputation as a reliable 
resource for practitioners and policy-advocates seeking to 
prevent and resolve violent conflict. Alert 2019!, like its 
predecessors, rightly places gender, peace and security at 
the heart of its analysis and so provides a nuanced unders-
tanding of conflict and opportunities for peace.

Dr. Laura Davis, 
Senior Associate, European Peacebuilding Liaison Of�ce 
(EPLO)

While it is practically impossible to predict the exact 
moment when a social conflict may turn violent, we can 
analyse the different trends, dynamics and scenarios 
surrounding a given conflict. The Alert 2019! report 
conducts a rigorous analysis of these factors and provides 
us with a series of tools for everyone working in the field of 
armed conflict prevention and resolution so they may more 
effectively manage the risks associated with various 
conflicts. The yearbook has become a work of reference 
that is essential for understanding what lies behind the 
escalation of violence affecting different countries, as well 
as the various political and programming options that we 
can use to help to create the conditions necessary for 
building a lasting and sustainable peace.
 
Darynell Rodríguez Torres, 
Executive Director, Global Partnership for the Prevention 
of Armed Con�ict (GPPAC)

For more than 10 years, the yearbooks of the Escola de 
Cultura de Pau have been a source of analysis and valuable 
information for various organisations and agencies in 
Colombia that are committed to understanding the 
dynamics of armed conflicts and to seeking similarities 
with others in distant regions despite their particularities. 
The yearbook of peace is a fundamental tool for rigorously 
placing not only armed conflicts, but also possibilities for 
peace in an academic and practical perspective and gives 
a wonderful account of the difficulties and progress made 
in peacebuilding.

Juanita Millán Hernandez, 
Advisor to the Of�ce of the High Commissioner for Peace 
(Colombia)
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Armed conflicts continued to provoke and/or 
exacerbate crises, including serious cases 

such as Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Burundi or RCA. 

With the support of: 

Conflicts with high levels of violence with 
more than one thousand fatalities a year

Conflicts with high levels of sexual violence 
according to the UN

Countries experiencing
armed conflicts in 2018
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Socio-political crises 
in the world in 2018

disputes over the control 
of territory and/or resources 31%

demands for self-government 
and/or identity45%

In proportional 
terms, Latin 
America had 
the highest 
percentage 
of serious 

crises worldwide

Asia was 
the region with 

the highest 
percentage of 

crises that 
observably 
improved

Type of socio-political crises

Causes of the socio-political crises

17%

54%
29%

International 

Internationalised 
internal

Internal

There were four new socio-political 
crises in 2018: Nicaragua, 

Armenia, Russia (Daguestan) 
and Lao PDR

Three cases considered 
crises in previous years 

were reclassified as 
armed conflicts in 

2018 due to the rising 
violence: Cameroon 
(Ambazonia/North 

West and South West), 
Burkina Faso and Niger

Almost half the 
high-intensity crises 
worldwide (six out 
of a total of 13) 

were concentrated 
in Africa

Half of the 
socio-political crises 
throughout the world 
were of low intensity, 

more than in 
recent years
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Inclusion of gender equality in 
peace agreements

 

2015  

2016

2017

50%

27%

Gender peace and security

70%

13 of the 34 armed 
conflicts that took place 

throughout 2018 occurred 
in countries where serious 

gender inequalities existed, 
with high or very high 
levels of discrimination

A total of 79 countries had an action plan 
at the end of 2018, of which only 43% had a 
specific budget associated with implementing

 the plan, according to WILPF

Only three of 11 peace 
agreements (27%) signed 

in 2017 included provisions 
on gender equality

70%
of the armed conflicts 

in 2018 (24 of 36) took 
place in countries with 

discriminatory legislation 
against LGBTI population
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Countries in armed conflict and/or socio-political 
crisis with high or very high levels of gender-based 
discrimination in 2018

High level of sexual violence in
armed conflicts according to the UN




