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Executive Summary

Alert 2026! Report on conflicts, human rights and 
peacebuilding is an annual report analyzing the state of 
the world in terms of conflict and peacebuilding based 
on three main axes: armed conflict, tensions, gender and 
peace and security. The analysis of the most relevant 
events in 2025 and the nature, causes, dynamics, 
actors and consequences of the main scenarios of 
armed conflict and social and political tension around 
the world allows for a regional comparative vision and 
also allows identifying global trends and elements of 
risk and preventive warnings for the future. Furthermore, 
the report also identifies peacebuilding opportunities or 
opportunities to scale down, prevent or resolve conflicts. 
In both cases, one of the main objectives in this report 
is to make available all the information, analyses and 
identification of warning factors and peace opportunities 
for decision-makers, those intervening for the peaceful 
resolution to conflicts, or those giving a greater political, 
media or academic visibility to the many situations of 
political and social violence in the world.

As for the methodology, the contents of this report 
mainly draw on a qualitative analysis of studies and 
information made available by many sources –the United 
Nations, international organizations, research centres, 
communication media or NGOs, among others– as well 
as on field research in conflict-affected countries.  

Some of the most relevant conclusions and information 
in the Alert 2026! report are listed below:

	� In 2025 40 armed conflicts were recorded, a higher 
number than in 2024 (37 cases). Since the School 
for a Culture of Peace began using its current armed 
conflict classification system in 2007, the threshold 
of 40 cases had previously only been reached once 
before, in 2011.

	� Most armed conflicts were located in Africa (17), 
with the rest distributed between Asia and the 
Pacific (12), the Middle East (seven), Europe (two) 
and America (two).

	� In 2025, the dynamics of violence led to four new 
contexts being considered as armed conflicts:  India 
– Pakistan, Thailand – Cambodia, Israel, USA – Iran, 
Yemen (Houthis) – Israel, USA, United Kingdom. 
By the end of the year, the armed conflict between 
India and Pakistan had ended and the Egypt (Sinai) 
conflict had concluded in 2024.

	� Half the armed conflicts were of high intensity 
(50%), fewer than in 2024 (57%), but still above 
any year in the period 2007-2020.

	� 45% per cent of the conflicts (18 out of 40 cases) 
experienced higher levels of hostilities and violence 
than the previous year.

	� Causes related to questioning the political, 
economic, social or ideological system of the state 
and/or disputes over the internal or international 
policies of the respective governments were present 
in 70% of all armed conflicts.

	� 113 socio-political crises were reported around the 
world in 2025. 

	� Most took place in Africa (40) and Asia and the 
Pacific (30), whilst the rest were distributed between 
America (18), Europe (16) and the Middle East (9).

 
	� The number of high-intensity cases fell from 32 in 
2024 to 28 in 2025. However, three crises escalated 
into armed conflicts in 2025, –India-Pakistan, Israel 
– Iran and Yemen (Houthis) – Israel, US, UK– and two 
were shifted into the analytical framework of other 
armed conflicts (the tension between Rwanda and the 
DRC in the context of the armed conflict in eastern 
DRC and the Iranian nuclear programme as part of 
the armed conflict between Iran, Israel and the US).

	� 42% of tensions worsened compared to 2024, more 
than double the number of cases that experienced 
an improvement.

	� 23 of the 40 armed conflicts in 2025 occurred in 
countries with low or medium-low levels of gender 
equality.

	� 70% of high-intensity armed conflicts took place in 
countries with low or medium-low levels of gender 
equality.

	� 16 of the 20 high-intensity armed conflicts in 2023 
(94% of cases) occurred in countries where ILGA 
had documented the criminalisation or barriers to 
freedom of expression for LGBTIQ+ people.

	� The 25th anniversary of Resolution 1325 on women, 
peace and security was commemorated amid 
significant international setbacks in the recognition 
of women’s rights.

	� The Secretary-General pointed to a deterioration in 
women’s participation in peace processes with UN 
facilitation, as in 2024 women represented 18% of 
negotiators, compared to 19% in 2023 and 23% in 
2020.
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Structure 

The report has three chapters. The first two look at 
conflicts globally –causes, types, dynamics, evolution 
and actors in situations of armed conflict or tension. The 
third chapter looks at the gender impacts in conflicts 
and tensions, as well as the initiatives being carried 
out within the United Nations and other local and 
international organizations and movements with regards 
to peacebuilding from a gender perspective. 

Armed conflicts

The first chapter (Armed conflicts)1 describes the 
evolution, type, causes and dynamics in active conflicts 
during the year; global and regional trends in armed 
conflicts in 2025 are analyzed, as well as the impacts 
of such conflicts on the civilian population.

Following the trend in recent years, the number of armed 
conflicts grew overall in 2025. 40 armed conflicts 
were counted throughout the year, compared to the 37 
reported in 2027. Between 2007, the year Escola de 
Cultura de Pau (ECP) began using its current armed 
conflict classification system, and 2025, the threshold 
of 40 conflicts has only been reached twice: in 2011 and 
in 2025. The number of armed conflicts in recent years 
has risen alongside a significant increase in the number 
of socio -political crises worldwide, 116 in 2025.

In 2025, the dynamics of violence led to four new 
contexts being considered as armed conflicts. In Asia 
and the Pacific, the nuclear powers India and Pakistan 
faced off in a four-day armed conflict, during which both 
countries attacked each other’s military installations. 
The long-standing border dispute between Thailand 
and Cambodia also escalated into an armed conflict, 
making it one of the most intense interstate conflicts in 
Southeast Asia in recent decades. In the Middle East, 
following the escalation of tensions between Israel and 
Iran in 2024, what has been called the ‘Twelve-Day 
War’ broke out between the two countries in 2025, in 
which the United States also participated, causing more 
than a thousand fatalities. Likewise, the confrontation 
pitting the Yemeni armed group known as the Houthis 
against the United States and Israel (and, to a lesser 
extent, the United Kingdom), escalated significantly 
and came to be considered an armed conflict, with its 
focal point in 2025 in Yemen and, to a lesser extent, 
in Israel, compared to the previous year’s focus on the 
Red Sea. In contrast to these four new armed conflicts,

1.	 An armed conflict is any confrontation between regular or irregular armed groups with objectives that are perceived as incompatible in which 
the continuous and organised use of violence a) causes a minimum of 100 battle-related deaths in a year and/or a serious impact on the 
territory (destruction of infrastructures or of natural resources) and human security (e.g. wounded or displaced population, sexual violence, 
food insecurity, impact on mental health and on the social fabric or disruption of basic services) and b) aims to achieve objectives that are 
different than those of common delinquency and are normally linked to:

	 -demands for self-determination and self-government or identity issues;
	 -the opposition to the political, economic, social or ideological system of a state or the internal or international policy of the government, which 

in both cases leads to fighting to seize or erode power;
	 -control over the resources or the territory.

the case of Egypt (Sinai) had ceased to be considered 
an active armed conflict by the end of 2024 due to the 
reduction in hostilities between fighters of the Islamic 
State branch in the region and the Egyptian Army, which 
is supported by tribal militias.

As in previous years, Africa remained the area with 
the highest number of conflicts worldwide (17), but 
its proportion of the global total decreased slightly 
and stood at 42.5% in 2025, compared to 46% in 
2024. Asia and the Pacific was the scene of 12 armed 
conflicts, two more conflicts than the previous year 
(30% in 2025, compared to 27% in 2024). The Middle 
East reported seven armed conflicts, one more than the 
previous period (17.5%, compared to 16% in 2024). 
The Americas and Europe had two armed conflicts each, 
the same as the previous year (5% each).
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AFRICA (17) ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (12) MIDDLE EAST (7)

Burundi -2015- 
Cameroon (Ambazonia/ North West and South West) 
-2018- 
CAR -2006- 
DRC (east) -1998- 
DRC (east – ADF) -2014- 
DRC (west) -2023-
Ethiopia (Amhara) -2023-
Ethiopia (Oromia) -2022-
Lake Chad Region (Boko Haram) - 2011-
Libya -2011- 
Mali -2012- 
Mozambique (North) -2019- 
Somalia -1988- 
Somalia (Somaliland – SSC Khatumo) -2023-
Sudan -2023- 
South Sudan -2009- 
Western Sahel Region-2018- 

Afghanistan -2001-
India (CPI-M) -1967-
India (Jammu and Kashmir) -1989-
India – Pakistan -2025-**
Indonesia (West Papua) -2024-
Myanmar -1948-
Pakistan -2001-
Pakistan (Baluchistan) -2005-
Philippines (NPA) -1969-
Philippines (Mindanao) -1991-
Thailand (south) -2004-
Thailand – Cambodia -2025-

Iraq -2003-
Israel-Hezbollah -2023-
Israel, USA – Iran -2025-
Israel-Palestine -2000-
Syria -2011-
Yemen -2004-
Yemen (Houthis) – Israel, USA, United 
Kingdom -2025-

EUROPE (2)

Türkiye (PKK) -1984-
Russia – Ukraine -2022-

AMERICA (2)

Colombia -1964-
Haiti -2024-

* The start date of the armed conflict is shown between hyphens.
** Armed conflict finalized in 2025.

Armed conflicts in 2025*

The School for a Culture of Peace (ECP) identifies three 
types of armed conflicts to describe the relationship 
between the actors involved in the conflicts and the 
setting of the hostilities: internal, internationalised 
internal and international. Internal disputes accounted 
for 17.5% of all conflicts (seven), and all took place in 
Africa and Asia. This was slightly less than in 2024, when 
19% of all armed conflicts were internal. Furthermore, 
certain transformational dynamics of recent years 
became more pronounced in 2025. Most conflicts 
remained internationalised internal (24 cases), but their 
proportion continued to shrink (from 69% in 2023 to 
68% in 2024 and 60% in 2025, in contrast to 80% in 
previous years). Meanwhile, the number of international 
armed conflicts continued to trend upwards, with a 
marked increase in 2025 (nine cases, accounting for 
22.5% of the total). The year 2025 saw the highest 
number of international armed conflicts since 2007, the 
year in which ECP began using the current classification 
of internal, international and internationalised internal 
armed conflicts. In addition to the five international 
armed conflicts active in 2024 (eastern DRC, the 
Sahel region, Russia-Ukraine, Israel-Hezbollah and 
Israel-Palestine), the year 2025 saw the addition of 
the international conflicts of India-Pakistan, Thailand-
Cambodia, Israel/US-Iran and Yemen (Houthis)-Israel/
US/UK. The Middle East was the region with the highest 
number of international conflicts, with 44.4% occurring 
there. International conflicts occurred in every region 
except the Americas, although the United States was 
a contending actor in two of the international armed 
conflicts in the Middle East: Israel/US-Iran and Yemen 
(Houthis)-Israel/US/UK. Five of the seven international 
armed conflicts experienced an increase in hostilities 
and levels of violence in 2025. Among others, the case 
of DRC (east) in 2025 can be highlighted. 

Armed conflicts continued to be characterized by multi-
causality in 2025. Causes related to questioning the 
political, economic, social or ideological system of the 
state and/or disputes over the internal or international 
policies of the respective governments decreased slightly, 
though they remained predominant. This combination 
was present in 70% of all armed conflicts (28 cases), 
compared to 73% in 2024. The causes of two of the 
four new conflicts in 2025 included disputes over the 
system and over internal and international government 
policies: Israel/US–Iran and Yemen (Houthis)–Israel/US/
UK. If the system/government combination is analysed 
separately, the causal factor linked to disputes about 
the system was significant in 2025, as it was found 
in 19 of the 40 conflicts (47.5%, 46% in 2024). In 
most of them, it was related to actors with political 
agendas who claim an alleged jihadist inspiration based 
on their particular interpretation of Islamic precepts. 
Furthermore, armed conflicts motivated by the domestic 
or international policies of the respective governments, 
which resulted in struggles to erode or gain power (and 
in some cases, to the establishment of rival government 
structures) were found in 16 of the 40 cases (40%, 
compared to 38% in 2024). 

Other main causes of the armed conflicts were disputes 
about identity-related issues and/or demands for self-
government, which were found in 22 of the 40 armed 
conflicts in 2025, or 55% (in every region except 
America). This was slightly less than in 2024, when 
that combination of causes was present in 59% of all 
conflicts. Following the trend of previous years, the most 
relevant factor among these motivations was associated 
with identity-related issues, which were present in 22 
of the 40 cases (55%, 59% in 2024). A lower number 
(15 out of 40) of conflicts were caused by disputed 
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Around 45% of the 
conflicts experienced 

higher levels of 
hostilities and 

violence in 2025 
compared to the 

previous year

claims for self-government among other main causes 
(37.5%, compared to 41% in 2024). Armed conflicts 
linked to identity and/or self-government showed great 
geographical diversity and variation in the intensity of 
violence and the trend in 2025. The vast majority of 
armed conflicts that were linked to disputes over identity 
and/or self-government demands had simultaneously 
other main causes that were related to questioning the 
system or internal/international policies, or disputes 
over resources and/or territory.

Finally, with regard to causal factors, it is also worth 
mentioning that numerous armed conflicts had among 
their main motivations the control of territories and/or 
resources. These factors were identified in 19 of the 
40 armed conflicts, equivalent to 45% (46% in 2024). 
Regarding these two causes, disputes over 
resources were particularly prominent, as 
they were found in 13 of the 40 conflicts 
in 2025 (32.5%, 38% in 2024). Most 
of the armed conflicts involving disputes 
over resources were in Africa, in line with 
what was observed in previous years, 
though they were also indirect factors in 
many others in other regions, perpetuating 
violence through war economies.

Regarding the evolution of armed conflicts, unlike 
recent years, which saw a continued upward trend in 
the proportion of armed conflicts evolving towards 
higher levels of violence, it fell in 2025. Around 45% 
of the conflicts (18 out of 40) experienced higher levels 
of hostilities and violence in 2025 compared to the 
previous year (60% in 2024). However, the proportion 
remained higher than in previous years (42% in 2023 
and 30% in 2022), so this did not necessarily imply 
a change in trend. Among the cases that experienced 
deterioration, the year marked a critical turning point 
in Sudan’s civil war, giving rise to a de facto partition 
of national territory. The conflict in Mozambique (north) 
also intensified, with the resurgence of the insurgency 
Islamic State Mozambique Province (ISMP), which 
expanded its operations from Cabo Delgado into Niassa 
and Nampula. The war in Somalia also saw growing 
deterioration. The Somali al-Shabaab insurgency gained 
ground towards Mogadishu and captured strategic 
towns in the first half of 2025. In South Sudan, the 
year marked a critical regression, with the de facto 
collapse of the 2018 peace agreement and a return 
to widespread armed violence. The armed conflict in 
Haiti drastically intensified in 2025, in the context of 
a multidimensional crisis characterised by institutional 
collapse, territorial control by armed gangs and a severe 
humanitarian emergency. In Asia and the Pacific, the 
long-standing border dispute between Thailand and 
Cambodia escalated, whilst in Europe, Russia intensified 
its attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastructure. In the 
Middle East, the escalation of the dispute between 
Israel/US and Iran led to war. On the other hand, 30% 

of the armed conflicts (12 of the 40 cases) showed 
levels of violence similar to those of the previous year 
(24% in 2024), whilst only 25% (10 of the 40 cases) 
had less fighting and violence (19% in 2024).

In terms of the intensity of armed conflicts, the trend 
of rising intensity and of increase in the number of 
the most serious armed conflicts was partially halted 
in 2025. High-intensity armed conflicts, characterised 
by great deadliness (more than one thousand deaths 
annually) and severe impacts in terms of population 
displacement, infrastructure destruction and territorial 
consequences, accounted for 50% of the armed 
conflicts in 2025 (figure 1.4). There had been an 
almost uninterrupted increase in high-intensity conflicts 
since 2018 and the highest proportion of high-intensity 

conflicts since ECP began using the current 
armed conflict classification system in 
2007 was reached in 2024, at 57%. 
Despite the relative reduction in 2025, 
the percentage of high-intensity conflicts 
remained above those observed in any 
year between 2007 and 2020. The region 
affected by the highest number of high-
intensity conflicts was Africa (11 high-
intensity wars, accounting for 55% of the 
most serious cases worldwide), followed by 

the Middle East (four, accounting for 20% of the most 
serious worldwide). Furthermore, eight armed conflicts 
were of medium intensity (20% of all armed conflicts, 
compared to 13% in 2024) and 12 were characterised 
by low levels of violence (30%, the same percentage as 
in 2024).

In 2025, civilians continued to suffer grave 
consequences from armed conflicts, whose effects 
were often interrelated with other crises such as the 
climate emergency, inequalities and situations of food 
insecurity that aggravated the violations of rights in 
these contexts. In his yearly report on the protection 
of civilians in armed conflict, published in June 2025 
and referring to the events that occurred in 2024, the 
UN Secretary-General warned of alarming trends. UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres warned about the 
high number of civilian deaths and injuries, including 
as a result of the increasing use of larger bombs with 
high-powered explosives in densely populated areas. He 
also expressed concern about unexploded ordnance and 
improvised explosive devices. According to data from 
that report, the United Nations reported more than 
36,000 civilian deaths in 14 armed conflicts. Cases 
such as Afghanistan, Colombia, Ethiopia, Lebanon, 
Myanmar, Syria, the DRC, Somalia, Sudan, South 
Sudan, Ukraine and Palestine saw high numbers of 
civilian deaths and injuries. The international body 
also documented allegations of torture, extrajudicial 
killings, arrests, arbitrary detentions, hostage-
taking, enforced disappearances, sexual violence and 
forced displacement, including in territories such as 



11Executive Summary


Afghanistan, Colombia, Mali, Niger, the CAR, the DRC 
and Palestine. There was notable damage to civilian 
property and critical infrastructure in many conflicts, 
including in Gaza due to the severe magnitude of the 
conflict. Another worrying trend highlighted by the 
United Nations was food insecurity in conflicts. Over 
280 million people faced high levels of food insecurity 
(Phase 3) in 2024 in 59 countries and territories, a 
large proportion of which were affected by 
armed conflict. The UN also condemned 
the continuation of conflict-related sexual 
violence, with 4,500 verified cases in 
2024. Around 93% of the victims were 
women or girls. The UN Secretary-General 
also lamented the erosion of respect 
for international humanitarian law. The 
School for a Culture of Peace’s analysis 
of armed conflicts in 2025 confirms that 
the worrying trends highlighted in the UN 
Secretary-General’s report have continued. 
Armed conflicts in Gaza, the DRC (east), 
Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, Haiti, 
Russia–Ukraine, Myanmar and others stood out for the 
severity of their impact on civilians in 2025. 

Many armed conflicts involved the documented use 
of sexual violence in 2025, including in Burundi, 
the CAR, the DRC (east), the Lake Chad Basin region 
(Boko Haram), Somalia, Sudan, Haiti and Colombia. 
Among other cases, in Somalia, widespread sexual 
violence continued, committed primarily by al-Shabaab. 
Authorities received nearly 15,000 reports of sexual 
and gender-based violence between March and August 
2025. In Haiti, the United Nations warned of an increase 
in gang rapes and reported that cases of sexual violence 
had risen by 40% in 2025, almost entirely against 

women and girls, and overwhelmingly committed by 
armed gangs as a strategy of control, terror and revenge 
against individuals accused of collaborating with the 
state.

One of the most notorious impacts of armed conflicts 
continued to be forced population displacement. 
According to the semi-annual trend report published 

by UNHCR in November 2025, which 
includes data collected during the first half 
of the year, the global forcibly displaced 
population, including both refugees and 
internally displaced persons, stood at 
117.3 million people. This was 5% less 
than in 2024,   in contrast to the trend 
of incessant increase in previous years. 
According to UNHCR, the reduction was 
associated with a marked increase in 
returns of refugees and displaced persons 
in some of the most severe crises, such as 
in the DRC, Syria, Sudan and Afghanistan. 
Despite the reduction, the total volume of 

forced displacement remained at very high levels. As 
of mid-2025, the total displaced population included 
42.5 million refugees worldwide, 1% less than in late 
2024 (and 2% less than in late 2023), according to 
UN data. Afghanistan, Syria, Sudan, Ukraine and 
Venezuela were the countries of origin of 65% of the 
refugee population. Colombia, Germany, Iran, Türkiye 
and Uganda hosted one third of this global refugee 
population. As in previous years, 65% of the refugee 
population resided in countries neighbouring their 
country of origin. According to the UNHCR report, as of 
mid-2025 a total of 67.8 million people were displaced 
within their own countries, fewer than the 72.1 million 
in the same period of 2024.

The global forcibly 
displaced population 

was 5% less than 
in 2024 associated 
with an  increase 
in returns in some 
of the most severe 
crises, such as the 

DRC, Syria, Sudan or 
Afghanistan

Evolution of forced displacement worldwide (2015-2025)

Source: UNHCR, Mid-Year Trends 2025, November 2025.
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Socio-political crises 

The second chapter (Socio-political crises)2 looks at 
the most relevant events regarding social and political 
tensions recorded during the year and compares global 
and regional trends. In 2025, 113 socio-political crises 
were identified worldwide, three fewer than in 2024, 
slightly reversing the upward trend in the number of 
socio-political crises that had been reported since 
2018, when there were 83. However, in 2025, several 
of the socio-political crises analysed in the previous 
year escalated into armed conflicts or were shifted into 
the analytical framework of armed conflicts due to their 
specific dynamics. As in previous years, Africa and Asia 
and the Pacific had the highest number of crises (40 
and 30 respectively), followed by the Americas (18), 
Europe (16) and the Middle East (nine). Nine new socio-
political crises were identified compared to the previous 
year, whilst twelve cases ceased to be considered as 
such. New socio-political crises were reported in every 
region of the world, except in the Middle East: in Africa, 
Burkina Faso – Côte d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Ethiopia 
(Tigray), Madagascar and Morocco ; in the Americas, 
United States – Venezuela;  in Asia: Nepal, Thailand 
and the Philippines; in Europe, USA – Denmark 
(Greenland). On the other hand, of the nine cases that 
ceased to be classified as tension, three escalated to a 
situation of armed conflicte –DRC-Rwanda; Israel, USA 
– Irán; Yemen (Houthis) – Israel, USA, UK – while the 
other six experienced a reduction in intensity –Gabon; 
Senegal; Trinidad and Tobago; Turks and Caicos Islands; 
Argentina; Kyrgyzstan – Tajikistan. 

Regarding intensity, 41% of the socio-political crises 
were of low intensity, 34% were of medium intensity and 
25% were of high intensity. Compared to the previous 
year, the number of high-intensity cases fell from 32 in 
2024 to 28 in 2025. However, several crises escalated 
into armed conflicts in 2025, such as India-Pakistan, 
Israel – Iran and Yemen (Houthis) – Israel, US, UK, or 
they were shifted into the analytical framework of other 
armed conflicts due to their dynamics (like the strain 
between Rwanda and the DRC in the context of the 
armed conflict in eastern DRC and the Iranian nuclear 
programme as part of the armed conflict between Iran, 
Israel and the US). Africa was once again the region 
with the highest number of high-intensity crises (13, 
one third of the total). Almost half of the world’s highest-
intensity crises (12 out of 28) were international, and 
mainly interstate. As in previous years, Asia and the 
Pacific was the region with the highest number of high-
intensity international crises (five).

Regarding trends, twenty per cent of the socio-political 
crises (23) enjoyed easing tensions compared to the 

2.	 A socio-political crisis is defined as that in which the pursuit of certain objectives or the failure to satisfy certain demands made by different 
actors leads to high levels of political, social or military mobilisation and/or the use of violence with a level of intensity that does not reach that 
of an armed conflict and that may include clashes, repression, coups d’état and bombings or attacks of other kinds, and whose escalation may 
degenerate into an armed conflict under certain circumstances. Socio-political crises are normally related to: a) demands for self-determina-
tion and self-government, or identity issues; b) opposition to the political, economic, social or ideological system of a state, or the internal or 
international policies of a government, which in both cases produces a struggle to take or erode power; or c) control of resources or territory.

previous year, 38% (42) saw no significant changes and 
41% (47) worsened since 2024. The number of cases 
that escalated was exactly double the number of cases 
that improved, as has been the case in recent years. 
Particularly noteworthy are the regions of Africa, where 
19 crises, 47,5% of the total, deteriorated in 2025, and 
Europe, where 50% of the crises worsened. In Asia and 
the Pacific, conflict clearly intensified in the East Asia 
subregion, particularly in the geographical continuum 
between the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea, the 
Taiwan Strait and the South China Sea. Some countries 
witnessed some of the largest demonstrations and 
protests in recent years, such as Nepal, Thailand, the 
Philippines and Indonesia. In the Middle East, the three 
crises in Iran worsened: the overall situation of internal 
repression and the tensions particularly affecting the 
northwestern region, where the Kurdish population is 
concentrated, as well as in the Sistan and Balochistan 
areas. In the opposite direction, nearly half of the 
crises in the Americas improved compared to 2024, 
as had happened the previous year. Especially notable 
is the significant decrease in the number of homicides 
reported in some countries historically affected by high 
rates of violence and crime, such as Brazil, Mexico, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
the Turks and Caicos Islands (a UK overseas territory) 
and Venezuela. In other regions, however, the number 

America

Middle East

Europe

Asia and the 
Pacific

Africa

18

9

16

30

40

Intensity of the socio-political crises in 2025 

Medium 34 %

High 25 %

Low 41 %

Regional distribution of the number of socio-political 
crises in 2025
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In 2025, 113 socio-
political crises were 
identified worldwide. 

Three tensions 
identified in 2024 

escalated into armed 
conflict

of socio-political crises where tensions eased was much 
lower, such as in Africa (where only three of the 40 
crises improved) and in the Middle East, where not a 
single crisis de-escalated.

The socio-political crises continued to be driven 
predominantly by multi-causal factors. The questioning 
of the political, economic, social or ideological system 
of the state and/or the domestic or international policies 
of the respective governments was a factor in 88 of the 
113 crises (78%). Those mainly motivated, at least in 
part, by identity and/or self-government issues, rose to 
34 crises (30%), whilst control of territory and/or control 
of resources was a significant causal factor in 34 crises 
(30%).In a more detailed analysis of factors, ordered 
from most to least prevalent, opposition to government 
domestic or international policies was once again the 
most common, found in 72% of the 113 socio-political 
crises, in line with previous years. The incidence of 
this causal factor varied significantly across regions, 
as it was found in almost all crises in the Americas 
and Europe (94% and 81% respectively), but only in 
half (47%) of the crises in Asia and the Pacific. The 
second most prevalent factor was identity-
based demands (27%), which registered a 
lower percentage than in 2024 (30%) and 
2023 (33%). This factor was particularly 
significant in the Middle East and Europe 
(44% in each region). In the Americas, 
however, it was found in only one case. 
Competition for control of resources was 
practically as common as identity issues, 
making it a factor explaining 26% of 
the crises (30% in 2024). Here again, 
significant variation across regions was observed, as this 
factor was present in 50% of the crises in the Americas, 
where many organised crime groups engage in drug 
trafficking and other illicit economic operations, and in 
only one case in the Middle East. Next, reported in quite 
similar proportions, were issues related to opposition to 
the political, social or ideological system of the state 
as a whole (20%), demands for self-determination and 
self-government (19%) and control of territory (18%).

Most of the socio-political crises worldwide were internal 
in nature (42%), ranging from 56% of the crises in 
Asia and the Pacific to 13% in Europe. Furthermore, 
one third of all crises were internationalised internal, 
including those in which one of the main actors is 
foreign, and/or where the crisis extends to the territory 
of neighbouring countries. Finally, international crises 
accounted for 25% of the total. Some of these were 
among the most serious: Chad-Sudan; Eritrea-Ethiopia; 
Rwanda-Burundi; US-Venezuela; Venezuela-Guyana; 
Afghanistan-Pakistan; China-Japan; China-Taiwan; 
China-Philippines; North Korea-South Korea; Russia-
US, NATO, EU; and Israel-Syria.

Gender, peace and security

Chapter three (Gender, peace and security) studies 
the gender-based impacts in conflicts and tensions, as 
well as the different initiatives launched by the United 
Nations and other local and international organizations 
and movements with regards to peacebuilding from 
a gender perspective. This perspective brings to light 
the differential impacts that armed conflicts have on 
women and men, but also to what extent and how one 
and other participate in peacebuilding and what are 
the contributions made by women in this process. The 
chapter is structured into three main parts: the first looks 
at the global situation with regards to gender inequalities 
by taking a look at the Gender Development Index; the 
second part studies the gender dimension in terms of 
the impact of armed conflicts and social-political crises; 
and the last part is on peacebuilding from a gender 
perspective. At the start of the chapter there is a map 
showing the countries with severe gender inequalities 
based on the Gender Development Index. The chapter 
monitors the implementation of the Women, Peace and 
Security Agenda, which was established following the 

adoption of UN Security Council resolution 
1325 on women, peace and security in the 
year 2000.

23 of the 40 armed conflicts active 
throughout 2025 took place in countries 
with low levels of gender equality 
(Cameroon (Ambazonia/ North West and 
South West),Ethiopia (Amhara), Ethiopia 
(Oromia) Mali, the Lake Chad Region 
(Boko Haram), the Western Sahel Region, 

the DRC (east), the DRC (east-ADF), the DRC (west), 
Somalia, Somalia (Somaliland-SSC Khatumo), Sudan, 
Afghanistan, India (Jammu and Kashmir), India (CPI-M), 
India – Pakistan, Pakistan, Pakistan (Balochistan), 
Iraq,  Israel, USA – Iran, Syria, Yemen and Yemen 
(Houthis) – Israel, USA, United Kingdom) and medium-
low gender equality –Mozambique (North)–. Regarding 
the intensity of conflicts, 14 of the 20 armed conflicts 
with high-intensity violence in 2025 (70%) took place 
in countries with low or medium-low levels of gender 
equality and there were no GDI data for South Sudan. 
In 14 other countries with one or more armed conflicts, 
levels of discrimination were lower, in some cases with 
high or medium levels of equality (Burundi, Libya, 
Colombia, Haiti, the Philippines, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Türkiye, Russia, Ukraine, Israel 
and Palestine) according to the GDI. With regard to 
socio-political crises, 44 of the 112 socio-political 
crises active during 2025 took place in countries with 
low or medium-low levels of gender equality. 

In August, the UN Security Council held its yearly 
open debate on sexual violence in armed conflict and 
the UN Secretary-General presented his annual report 
on the issue. The open debate focused on the issue 
of ‘identifying innovative strategies to ensure access 
to life-saving services and the protection of survivors 
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70% per cent of 
the high-intensity 

conflicts occurred in 
countries with low or 
medium-low levels of 

gender equality

of sexual violence in conflict zones’. In the debate on 
sexual violence, the UN Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Pramila 
Patten, noted a further rise in reported sexual violence 
in armed conflicts. During the open debate, 
the UN Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative said that since global 
military spending in 24 hours exceeds the 
spending allocated to addressing sexual 
violence in armed conflicts, women’s 
organisations are moving from being 
underfunded to not being funded at all.

The UN Secretary-General’s report stated 
that over 4,600 cases were reported in 2024, a 
25% increase over 2023, when a 50% rise had been 
detected compared the previous year. The report also 
notes a worrying 35% increase in sexual violence 
against girls and boys. Other alarming trends indicated 
in the report include the rising risk of sexual violence 
faced by displaced and refugee women and girls, 

hindering their return. The document identifies Burkina 
Faso, Haiti, Libya, Mozambique, Myanmar, the DRC, 
Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan as contexts of 
particular concern for displaced women and asserted 

that sexual violence was a major driver of 
forced displacement. Food insecurity also 
increased the risk of sexual violence due 
to restrictions imposed by armed actors on 
humanitarian access, increasing civilian 
vulnerability. At the same time, armed 
groups used sexual violence to consolidate 
control over territory and natural resources 
and to incentivise the recruitment of 
fighters. The UN Secretary-General also 

noted that sexual violence persists in formal and 
informal detention settings worldwide. Finally, the 
massive funding cuts imposed on the United Nations in 
recent years, and specifically on UN peace operations, 
have diminished the UN’s capacity to provide care to 
survivors of sexual violence in armed conflicts.

Countries affected by armed conflict with a low or medium-low level of gender equality

AFRICA ASIA AND THE PACIFIC MIDDLE EAST

Cameroon (Ambazonia/ North West and South West) 

Ethiopia (Amhara) 

Ethiopia (Oromia) 

Mali

Mozambique (North) 

Lake Chad Region (Boko Haram)

Western Sahel Region

DRC (east)

DRC (east – ADF) 

DRC (west) 

Somalia

Somalia (Somalilandia-SSC Khatumo) 

Sudan 

Afghanistan

India (CPI-M)

India (Jammu and Kashmir) 

India – Pakistan

Pakistan

Pakistan (Balochistan)

Iraq 

Israel, US – Iran

Syria 

Yemen 

Yemen (the Houthis) – Israel, US, UK

Countries affected by socio-political crises with a low or medium-low level of gender equality

AFRICA ASIA AND THE PACIFIC MIDDLE EAST

Algeria

Benin

Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso – Côte d’Ivoire

Cameroon

Chad 

Chad – Sudan

Côte d’Ivoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Eritrea – Ethiopia

Ethiopia 

Ethiopia – Somalia

Ethiopia – Sudan 

Ethiopia – Egypt – Sudan

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Mali

Morocco

Morroco – Western Sahara

Mozambique

Niger

Nigeria

Nigeria (Biafra)

Nigeria (Niger Delta)

Senegal

DRC

Rwanda

Rwanda – Burundi 

Sudan – South Sudan

Togo

Uganda

Afghanistan – Pakistan

Bangladesh

India (Manipur)

India (Nagaland)

India – China

Laos

Nepal

Pakistan

Iran

Iran (northwest)

Iran (Sistan Balochistan)

Israel – Syria
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Continent
Armed conflict Socio-political crises

TOTAL

High   Medium Low High  Medium Low

Africa Cameroon 
(Ambazonia/
Northwest and 
Southwest)

Ethiopia (Amhara)
Ethiopia (Oromiya)
Mali
DRC (East)
DRC (East-ADF)
Lake Chad Region 
(Boko Haram)

Western Sahel 
Region

Somalia
Sudan
South Sudan

Mozambique 
(North)

RCA

Burundi
Libya
DRC (West)
Somalia 
(Somaliland – 
SSC Khatumo)

Cameroon
Chad
Chad-Sudan
Eritrea – Ethiopia
Ethiopia
Ethiopia (Tiger)
Kenya
Madagascar
Niger
Nigeria
Nigeria (Biafra)
DRC
Rwanda – Burundi
Tanzania

Algeria
Benin
Burkina Faso
Côte d’Ivoire
Ethiopia – Egypt – 
Sudan

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Mali
Morocco – Western 
Sahara

Mozambique
Sudan – South Sudan
Tunisia
Uganda

Burkina Faso – Côte 
d’Ivoire

Djibouti
Eritrea
Ethiopia - Somalia
Ethiopia – Sudan
Equatorial Guinea
Morocco
Nigeria (Niger Delta)
Rwanda
Senegal (Casamance)
South Africa
Togo
Zimbabwe

SUBTOTAL 11 2 4 14 13 13 57

America Colombia
Haiti

Brazil
Ecuador
USA – Venezuela
Mexico
Venezuela – Guyana

Bolivia
Chile
Guatemala
Honduras
Nicaragua
Peru
Venezuela

Colombia
Cuba
USA
El Salvador
Jamaica
Paraguay

SUBTOTAL 2 5 7 6 20

Asia 
and the 
Pacific 

Myanmar
Pakistan
 

Afghanistan
India (CPI-M)
Pakistan 

(Baluchistan)

Philippines 
(Mindanao)
Philippines 
(NPA)
India (Jammu 
and Kashmir)
India – 
Pakistan*
Indonesia (West 
Papua)
Thailand 
(South)
Thailand – 
Cambodia

Afghanistan – 
Pakistan

China – Philippines
China – Japan
China – Taiwan
DPRK – North 

Korea
Nepal

Bangladesh
North Korea – USA, 

Japan, South Korea
India (Manipur)
Indonesia
South China Sea
Pakistan
Papua New Guinea

China (Tibet)
China (Xinjiang)
China – South Korea
China – USA
North Korea
South Korea
Philippines
India (Nagaland)
India – China
Japan – Russia (Kuril 

Islands)
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Thailand
Tajikistan (Gorno-

Badakhshan)
Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan 

(Karakalpakstan)

SUBTOTAL 2 3 7 6 7 17 42

Europe Russia – Ukraine Türkiye (PKK) Russia – US, NATO, 
EU

Armenia – Azerbaijan
Belarus
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Georgia
Moldova (Transnistria)
Russia
Serbia
Serbia – Kosovo
Türkiye

US – Denmark 
(Greenland)

Georgia (Abkhazia)
Georgia (South Ossetia)
Moldova
Turkey – Greece, 

Cyprus
Russia (North 

Caucasus)

SUBTOTAL 1 1 1 9 6 18

Middle 
East

Israel, USA – Iran
Israel – Palestine
Syria
Yemen

Iraq
Israel – 
Hezbollah

Yemen (Houthi) 
– Israel, USA, 
UK

Iran
Israel – Syria

Egypt
Northwest Iran
Iran (Sistan-
Baluchistan)

Saudi Arabia
Bahrain
Lebanon
Palestine

SUBTOTAL 4 3 2 3 4 16

TOTAL 20 8 12 28 39 46 153

Armed conflicts and socio-political crises with ongoing peace negotiations, whether exploratory or formal, are identified in italics. 
*This case ceased to be considered as armed conflict in 2025.
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