Learnings from the experience
of Ahotsak, women for dialogue
in the Basque conflict

What is Ahotsak?
Ahotsak (Voices) was a movement that emerged in the
2000s, calling for a greater role for women in the search
for solutions to the Basque conflict.

Who participated in Ahotsak?
Women from across the political spectrum in the Basque
Country and Navarre in Spain (except for the Popular
Party and the Navarrese People’s Union) and from the
South of France/French Basque Country, as well as
women of unions and feminist organizations.
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Ahotsak’s methodology and agreements
By building on what united them they managed to agree on three basic
premises for undertaking a new approach

Basic premises agreed by Ahotsak
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Peace as a collective demand
and a political priority

All political projects can
and should be defended.
None should be imposed. A
new democratic landscape
needs to be found, one that
allows for and guarantees
the
development
and
implementation
of
all
projects in conditions of
equality, through political and
democratic ways

If the citizens of the Basque
Country want to transform,
change or maintain its current
legal-political framework, we
should all commit to respecting
and establishing the necessary
democratic guarantees and the
agreed political procedures so
that whatever it is decided it is
respected, implemented and, if
necessary, reflected in the legal
system
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USEFUL LEARNING FROM AHOTSAK FOR DIALOGUE INITIATIVES
Despite the big differences between the Basque conflict and other conflicts, some of the learnings from
the women of Ahotsak can be useful for dialogue initiatives. We highlight some enabling factors:

Awareness that it is not
possible to continue
living in a situation of
collective suffering, as a
useful premise

Proactive and
approving attitudes to
rapprochement

Methodology of building
agreements on what
unites, rather than on
what divides

To understand where
the other side’s narrative
and truth comes from. To put
everything that happened in
the conflict on the table, since
it helps to avoid narratives of
victimization

Building trust is crucial, it
allows the recognition of
“the other”. Time, space and
discreet work to build it up

Deep conviction and personal
commitment beyond the
pressure of political parties
and organisations

It is uncommon
for a new initiative to be
totally new or trailblazing.
To find connections with
previous experiences and
achievements

To give attention to social
expectations in order to avoid
frustration among society

In case of disagreement,
leaks in the media can
be harmful

In case of
disagreement, it may be
useful to request support
from actors able to provide
facilitation and support and
that inspire trust with the
participants

Reflection on the
process and how it
operates

To leave aside egos,
prominence and
political benefits

To detect risk
factors in a timely fashion
(such as signs that the conflict
is about to get worse) as a
preventive warning and
have mechanisms to
address them

To articulate the
movement, strengthen the
social base and protect the
platform from the beginning
and throughout
its existence

https://escolapau.uab.cat

To learn more about Ahotsak you can read the report:
The Experience of Ahotsak: Women’s Dialogue Across the Divide
in the Basque Country
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